
PUBLICATION OF YOUR THESIS OR DISSERTATION BY COMMERCIAL PUBLISHER 

 

Many students and alumni receive solicitation emails from European publishing houses 

specializing in the publication of theses and dissertations in book format. These companies comb 

university web sites in order to send mass email invitations to those who have recently submitted 

or are about to submit a thesis or a dissertation. The editors gather and stock large numbers of 

theses and dissertations and sell them in PDF format through companies like Amazon without any 

significant marketing. The documents are only printed once a purchase order is received, thus 

avoiding the need for the publishers to stockpile copies which may remain unsold. Royalty 

payments from such endeavours are generally minimal. 

 

Polytechnique students are the sole copyright owners of their theses and dissertations. Upon 

submission of the document at the end of your program, you grant a licence authorizing 

Polytechnique to publish your thesis or dissertation in electronic format on the PolyPublie 

institutional repository operated by Polytechnique's Library and Computer services. Another 

similar licence is granted to Library and Archives Canada (LAC) for the electronic publication and 

dissemination of your thesis or dissertation by its sub-contractor, ProQuest. 

 

The authorizations you give to Polytechnique and to LAC are non-exclusive; in other words, you 

remain free to accept offers made to you by other publishing houses who wish to sell your 

document. Books published by such companies, however, do not undergo peer review. Such 

books are therefore unlikely to contribute to your advancement if your intention is to pursue an 

academic career. If this is your goal, you should consider dealing with well-established publishers 

within your area of specialization. 

 

Polytechnique cannot provide you with legal counsel with regard to the contract proposals sent 

by these companies. If interested by such an offer, you must inform the publisher that you 

previously granted licences to Polytechnique and to LAC. You must also ensure that you do not 

sign a contract which contravenes the existing Polytechnique and LAC licences, namely if the 

contract involves exclusive distribution rights. If needed, we urge you to consult a law firm to 

obtain legal advice. Indeed, such a contract could result in you transferring your copyright to the 

publisher and thereby inhibiting your ability to reuse portions of your thesis or dissertation in an 

article at a later date. 

For more information on this matter, please contact Christine Chahal at the Library. 

mailto:christine.chahal@polymtl.ca

